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Dear Chaimian Powell: QO -2 

The Honorable Michnel Powcll 
Fcdcrdl Communications Commission 
445 12" Street, SW, 8Ih Floor 
Washington. D.C. 20.554 haera1 hmrnunicatiuris f&i!niswn 

Offict: nf the Serretm 

It is my understanding that you are considering niling on the issue of full multicast must- 
carry rights for broadcasters in digital television in thc upcoming weeks. 

During my time on the House Subcommittcc on Telecommunications and the Internes I 
have worked extensively with broadcasters and the cable industry on these complex and 
controvcrsial issues. My experiencc with local broadcasters has lcd me LO expressly 
support reasonable must-carry and multicast rights, bccause I believe that thesc allow 
indcpcndent broadcasters througbout my state and the country tn provide diverse 
programming that might not otherwise be availablc. Our nation's cable companies 
provide Ihe valuable spcctruni needed and I believe &cy me providing a critical public 
service. While I support must-carry rights for broadcasters, 1 do rcmain sensitive to the 
use of governmcnt rnandrtes that lnay overburdcn o w  cdhk systems. 

In order to maintain this diversity ol'progmmming that the original must-carry legislation 
was designed to promote and which I hope continucs in [he age of digital tclcvision, I 
rcspcctfully ask that thc Commission consider issuing R ruling which provides as much Ot' 

an adequate and proportionate voice for brondcosters on digital cablc systems as possible. 

Thc Commission has my full confidence tllat it can strikc XI fair and equitable balancc 
berwccn broadcasters and the cihle industry, and 1 look forward l o  hearing from YOU on 
this very important mutter. 

Sincerely, 

%L 
United Statcs Representative 


